Social Responsibility? BASF is losing its credibility.
At the Annual General Meeting of BASF, the main customer of
Lonmin, Mathunjwa, Seoka and the injured worker Mzoxolo
Magidiwana captured the German audience’ s attention
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Today the Annual General Meeting of BASF, the largest chemical enterprise and biggest
consumer of platinum in the world, took place in Mannheim, Germany. Like in 2015 and
2016 a delegation from South Africa created a tense and nightmarish atmosphere. The
delegation, consisting of Bishop Jo Seoka, Joseph Mathunjwa, president of AMCU and
Mzoxolo Magidiwana, who was severely injured on the 16. August 2012. Mzoxolo’s account
shocked the audience to the core: “Even as we speak today, the majority of the people that
work at Lonmin live in tin shacks, that are infested with rats. There is no running water in the
households, just one tap for a lot of families, not all the areas have electricity and toilets are
shared ones and just dug in the ground with no chemical treatment of human waste. Under
these conditions a life in dignity is not possible. It is my understanding that BASF is buying
platinum from Lonmin for millions of Euros per month, I therefore believe that what we, the
workers, are asking for is not unreasonable. We know that the management of Lonmin and
BASF is making huge profits. We know that we dig out one of the most precious metals on
Earth – we just want to live in dignity – I cannot see that this wish is unreasonable,” Mzoxolo
said.
Joseph Mathunjwa, president of the biggest and most important union in the platinum belt
in South Africa, AMCU, was demanding that BASF should shift now from its lip services of its
own oft-touted claim of a “responsibility along the supply chain” to concrete action: “Since
years, the AMCU is working hard for the improvement of the living and working conditions
of the mine workers and their communities. You, BASF, as the most powerful enterprise in
the platinum business, could support us in this matter. Your corporate identity, claiming that
you combine ‘economic success’ with ‘social responsibility’ gives you indeed no other
option.”
Bishop Seoka made it clear, that this is not about charity, but a question of justice: “We are
not here as supplicants or beggars. This is about the workers’ dignity and integrity of
creation, and, of course, your credibility as a company that prides itself of its ethical and
social responsibility practices. We are appealing to your consciences to show a gesture of
goodwill and what we request from you now is a clear and unqualified indication of your
willingness to contribute to sustainable development in Marikana”, he said addressing the
Shareholders AGM in Mannheim.
The CEO of BASF, Dr Kurt Bock, who was proudly talking about “social responsibility” in his
opening address, reacted cold-heartedly and with cynicism. He reduced the South African

contribution to a discussion about guiltiness, which is not what the delegation had said or
implied. In doing so, he evaded most of the questions towards their own responsibility: for
him it is business as usual while the living and working conditions of miners are still
appalling. Is this an affordable business model of a so called ‘German role model enterprise?’
Confronted with the refusal to answer the delegation, the PLOUGH BACK THE FRUITS
campaign-network has promised to stay on that matter. Bishop Seoka pointed out that, “As
long as we do not have reasonable answers, we will come again until justice is served on the
most vulnerable people in the mining communities.”
Read the contributions of the South African delegation (Bishop Jo Seoka, Joseph Mathunjwa
and Mzoxolo Magidiwana): http://basflonmin.com/home/deutsch-basf-hauptversammlung2017/
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