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BASF Shareholder Meeting 2017
As in 2015 and 2016 a delegation of the campaign „Plough back the fruits“
(http://basflonmin.com) will participate this year under the leadership of the Association of
Ethical shareholders at the BASF shareholders meeting on May 12 in Rosengarten,
Mannheim. Also, in 2017 a delegation from South Africa will support all activities of the
campaign.
This year we are looking forward to:
• Bishop Johannes Seoka is the chairman of the Bench Marks Foundation, a South African
organisation, which deals with the activities of mining corporations and their effects on the
surrounding communities. The organisation is empowering local communities, which are
suffering under the practices of mining corporations, so that they can better represent their
interests. Bishop Seoka will talk to the shareholders for the third time. He is Anglican and the
former Bishop of Pretoria, the capital of South Africa in the province Gauteng.
• Joseph Mathunjwa is the general secretary of the AMCU (Association of Mineworkers and
Construction Union). He is known for his leading role in the 2012 strike of the miners, which
came to a bloody end by the South African police who were supported by Lonmin. Since
2012 the AMCU has established itself as a majority union in Marikana and many other
platinum mines. Josef Mathunjwa will participate at the BASF shareholders meeting for the
first time and he will address union aspects.
• Mzoxolo Madigwana is a miner and a victim of Marikana. He belonged to the leading
group of miners at the strike in 2012 and he was in the front row at all demonstrations
related to that strike. He barely survived the massacre of August 16, where the police shot
dead 34 of his co-workers. He was critically injured by 14 police bullets. It was a miracle, that
he survived. He will also participate at the stockholders meeting for the first time and will
represent the miners and the survivors of the Marikana massacre.
In addition to the shareholders meeting the delegation will also meet representatives of
unions, human rights organisations and churches in Berlin, Frankfurt and Mannheim to
outline the activities and goals of the campaign. The delegation will also inform the
interested public at an open event on May 10 in Mannheim and at a press conference on
May 11 in Frankfurt.

Review: “Plough back the fruits” at the shareholders meeting of
Lonmin in London
The campaign started the year with a participation at the shareholders meeting of Lonmin in London
at the end of January 2017 with the cooperation of the London Mining Network. The feedback of
Bishop Jo Seoka's speech at the shareholders meeting and the protest activities of joint groups in
front of the building, where the annual general meeting had been held, had been extensively
commented by the english press. Please find a press review about the annual general meeting under
the following link: http://basflonmin.com/home/press-reports-2017

An announcement about compensations for the victims and the
surviving dependents of the Marikana massacre: What should
we make of it?
On March 18, 2017 the secretary of police announced at the parliament, that the government of
South Africa would be willing to pay 1,17 Billion Rand to the victims and the surviving dependents of
the Marikana massacre. Until then there had been only vague announcements, that would indicate
the willingness of the government to pay compensations. Surprisingly, the government of South
Africa came up with a specific amount for the first time. There are discussions in South Africa about
the amount, which is lower compared to what the lawyers of the surviving dependents calculated,
but also about the timing of the government's statement. Does the government want to get rid of a
topic that is a paragon for the failure of the ANC? Does the government want to place the blame only
on the police and thereby withdrawing Lonmin and their client BASF out of the line of fire? Does the
government prefer to diminish the problem to a question of material compensation? When will
those who are guilty be held accountable for this tragedy? All these questions are intensively
discussed in South Africa and furthermore, when will the government's announcement be
implemented.
More about these topics under: http://ewn.co.za/2017/03/16/nhleko-marikana-tragedy-notquantifiable; http://citizen.co.za/news/news-national/1458341/government-confirms-lawsuits-frommarikana-victims-total-close-tor1-2bn/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2017-03-15-marikana-massacre-police-absolve-87-oftheirown/#.WP4Qz0Xyipo
What else is BASF doing?
„Toxic Tax Deals. When BASF's tax structure is more about style than about substance“.
Under this expressive headline the Green Party in the EU Parliament published a commissioned study
in November 2016. The EU-MP Sven Giegold describes on his website that this study proves how the
chemical concern BASF is avoiding to pay taxes on a grand scale within the European Community.
The corporation is purposefully using tax advantages of certain countries like Belgium, Malta or the
Netherlands, which are known as offshore havens. In the years between 2010 and 2014 BASF saved
over a billion Euros of tax payments. Belgium allowed the deduction of notional interest and allured
until recently with deductions on excess profit tax scheme. Malta offers tax exemptions of 6/7th on
dividend earnings. The Netherlands is the centre of BASF's tax saving system, where the income from
licences and patents are only taxed with 5 percent and dividends from intern hybridbonds are
completely taxfree. While in Belgium the according interest income in completely deductible.
Through their dutch company network all profits made in the European Community end up in low

taxed subsidiaries based in Puerto Rico and Switzerland. The Green party forwarded the study to
BASF and demanded them to comment and immediately terminate their tax strategy:
http://www.sven-giegold.de/2016/milliardenschwere-steuervermeidung-basf-hat-ein-perfidessystem-aufgebaut/.
The study can be accessed in full under:
http://www.sven-giegold.de/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/ToxicTaxDealsVF2.pdf
The campaign „Plough back the fruits“ is not surprised about the results of this study, because supply
chain irresponsibility and tax avoidance are two sides of the same coin or as the post colonial
philosopher Achille Mbembe radically expressed: In the process of world colonialism, the citizens of
Europe are building only another province in the global empire of neoliberal capitalism.
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