BASF, five years after the Marikana Massacre:
Supply Chain Responsibility or Lip Service?
South African Unionists, Miners and a Survivor of the massacre will be present at the
BASF shareholders' meeting.
Bread for the World, Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, KASA and the Association of
Ethical Shareholders are holding a

Press Conference
Thursday, May 11, 2017 at 11am
Attac, Münchner Str. 48, Frankfurt/Main, Germany
Featuring Mzoxolo Magidiwana: Miner and survivor of the Marikana massacre, who
was severely injured by 14 gunshots fired by the police.
Bishop Jo Seoka: Chairman of the Bench Marks Foundation, which monitors
transnational corporations.
Joseph Mathunjwa: President of the AMCU (Association of Mineworker and
Construction Union), the largest union in the South African platinum belt.
Dumisani Nkalitshana: „National Organiser“ of the AMCU.

Widows of Marikana: BASF: PLOUGH BACK THE FRUITS, Oilpastel & Food colors on paper, 280 x 150cm,
February 2016 (© in print quality at basflonmin.com)

In August 2012 the South African Police shot dead 34 miners at the platinum mine in
Marikana, who had been striking for higher wages and better living conditions. The inquiry
commission had no doubts, that the management of the mining company LONMIN bear part

of the blame in the massacre. Their key account is BASF, who is the world's largest chemical
corporation with an annual purchase of approximately 600 Million Euros of platinum metals,
which are needed for the production of catalysts. Part of BASF's brand identity is the so
called „supply chain responsibility“, which should guarantee BASF clients, that their main
suppliers comply with high human and labor law standards.
Bishop Jo Seoka was already pressing BASF at the shareholders meeting in 2015 to follow
their acknowledgment with actions. In 2016 the widows of the miners that had been killed in
the massacre demanded specific support from BASF. But the result in the 5th year after the
massacre is quite disillusioning. No compensations have been payed and the workers are
still living under miserable conditions, in slums with neither running water, nor electricity,
although they are mining one of the most valuable metals of the world. Obviously, BASF is
not only avoiding to pay taxes but also avoiding sustainable commitment in improving the
situation. Does the acknowledgment of supply chain responsibility serve only to improve their
own image, rather than the living and working conditions at the supply firms?
We cordially invite you to attend this press conference, where the demands of the miners and
their union will be voiced towards BASF, as well as the consequences of European raw
material politics are open for debate.
Further readings:
1. Countermotion against the exoneration of the BASF board by the Association of Ethical
shareholders Germany: http://basflonmin.com/home/deutsch-basf-hauptversammlung-2017/
2. Mission Statement of PLOUGH BACK THE FRUITS campaign network, which supports the
communities of Marikana in their struggle for justice: http://basflonmin.com/home/wpcontent/uploads/2016/03/MissionStatement_PBTF.pdf
3. Newsletter of PLOUGH BACK THE FRUITS campaign network: http://basflonmin.com/home/wpcontent/uploads/2016/03/KASA_Newsletter_1_2017.pdf

Solemn vigil for the 34 killed miners of Marikana before the BASF stockholders
meeting on May 12, in Mannheim from 8:30 to 9:30 am in front of the Congress
Center Rosengarten.
The solemn vigil of the South African-European campaign alliance PLOUGH BACK THE
FRUITS will remember the 34 killed miners of Marikana on May 12 from 8:30 to 9:30 am. It
will be accompanied by sound imitating gunshots and 34 posters with photos of the killed
miners will be held up and their names read aloud.
The delegation from South Africa will participate and the solemn vigil will be organised by the
campaign PLOUGH BACK THE FRUITS. After the protest the South Africans will speak at
the BASF general assembly. PLOUGH BACK THE FRUITS is inviting the Press and is
pleased to be joined by groups and people, who are participating at the solemn vigil and are
promoting the protest.
For feedback contact: dachverband@kritischeaktionaere.de (Ref: Marikana-Mahnwache).
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